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The world faces unprecedented human suffering: 125 million people devastated by wars and natural
disasters, including 60 million forced from their homes, the greatest population displacement since World
War IlI; a blatant lack of respect for the protected status of civilians in armed conflict; and scores of
protracted and recurring crises that keep millions of families trapped in cycles of violence and poverty,
with no chance for a better future for their children. Recognizing the enormity of these challenges, United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called for the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit to garner
global support for concrete actions and commitments to a global agenda for humanity, to better serve the
most vulnerable people in the world.

Against the aspirational framing of the Secretary-General's Agenda for Humanity, the undersigned U.S.
NGOs make the following concrete commitments in our pursuit of effective humanitarian action that
strives to ‘leave no one behind'.

While not all commitments are relevant to the operations of each signatory, we stand together in a spirit
of shared analysis of the challenges to humanity; the solutions needed to address them; and the systemic
change that is within our power to catalyze.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY ONE - Global leadership to prevent and end conflicts

e We will advocate that political leaders and parties to conflict mitigate and end conflicts, and we will
provide evidence of the human cost of resorting to violence to solve political problems.

o We will strive to aid in the prevention of crises through programming that mainstreams peace-
building, conflict mitigation and good governance, with the goals of breaking cycles of conflict and
fragility, and building the resilience of affected populations.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY TWO - Upholding the norms that safeguard humanity

e We will analyze and promote the adherence to norms that safeguard humanity in our response.

o We will demand adherence to the protections to which civilians and civilian objects are entitled,
including the protection of humanitarian, educational and medical facilities and personnel.

e We will adhere to the guiding principles of humanitarian action — humanity, impartiality, neutrality, and
independence.

o We will pursue all principled means to ensure full access to, and protection of, people in greatest
need.

e We will advocate for humanitarian exemptions to legal and policy restrictions that deprive vulnerable
people of their rights, and inhibit our ability to assist people in need.

o We will eradicate sexual exploitation and abuse by our staff through the operationalization of policies
that protect affected populations.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY THREE - Leave no one behind

o We will ensure information flow to and from affected people, in order to facilitate their active role in
analysis and decision-making about strategic and operational issues from the earliest stages of a
humanitarian response.

e We will hold ourselves accountable to the centrality of protection in every humanitarian response, to
help ensure that people are free from violence, coercion, and deliberate deprivation during crises.
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We recognize that quality education is a life-saving intervention and we commit ourselves to expand
access to education for people in crises, especially underserved populations, and to mobilize new
re-sources accordingly.

We will adopt and implement organizational policies and practices to strengthen gender equality.

We will prioritize the prevention and response to gender-based violence, including the mitigation of
risk, within all of our humanitarian programming.

We commit to the inclusion of persons with disabilities and other specific needs in humanitarian
action, and will design and implement programs that meet their needs in partnership with them.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY FOUR - Change people’s lives - From delivering aid to ending need

We will collaborate with Government-led response leadership, to the extent that principled
humanitarian action permits within any given context.

We will go only where needed, ensuring that our support is based on a clear assessment of
complementarity with national NGOs, local CSOs and other stakeholders, avoiding acting directly
merely for fundraising or media attention goals.

We will invest in the long-term capacity of our NGO and CSO partners, raising their profile through
greater transparency on partnership arrangements.

We will promote participation in decision-making and the leadership of affected people, especially
underrepresented populations, to ensure the humanitarian and development programs and
processes are accountable to them.

We will invest our time and resources to continue to improve the connectivity between humanitarian
and development programs within our own organizations. Where needed, we will make high level
systems changes to our own structures and ways of working to ensure those we serve benefit from
an approach that integrates humanitarian and development elements.

We will be open and ready to use evidence-informed approaches, including cash-based
programming, in our efforts to be as effective and responsive as possible to the needs of the
populations we serve.

We will make data and analysis the basis and driver for determining a common understanding of
con-text, needs and capacities; reporting data into a common reporting platform accessible to all
actors.

We will advocate for action on early warning of natural hazard or conflict risks to mitigate the
impacts of disasters and other humanitarian crises; wherever feasible, we will use our own
resources to undertake early action on early warning, and invest in contingency planning for
displacement due to disasters and climate change.

CORE RESPONSIBILITY FIVE - Invest in humanity

We will develop concrete organizational targets to increase direct and predictable financing to
national and local actors, and advocate for long-term support to develop such actors’ capacity to
seek and manage funds and mitigate accompanying risks (including financial, security, safety,
reputational, and legal).

We will develop and implement more transparent program planning and reporting processes, in
alignment with IATI standards, to drive efficiency gains and reduce duplicative costs.

We will work with donors to support NGO-led financing mechanisms, collaborating amongst
ourselves and with national NGOs to ensure that funding is effectively disbursed to NGO actors.

We will invest in continuous learning as part of an approach to ensure our efforts are always
relevant, adaptable, and accountable to people’s priorities during crises.
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