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Gender equality is one of the founding values of the European Union, and forms an essential principle of its external action. The Union has been at the forefront of efforts to ensure the protection, fulfilment and the full enjoyment of all human rights by women and girls, as well as by men and boys. The World Humanitarian Summit, and more specifically the High-Level Leaders’ Roundtable “Women and Girls: Catalyzing Action to Achieve Gender Equality” presents the perfect platform to further enhance our joint efforts to promote women and girls as drivers of stability and progress. The European Union supports in this respect all five gender core commitments proposed to be made at the WHS.
The EU has repeatedly acknowledged the key role women play as agents of change in peace, security and development, and remains strongly committed to promoting their active and inclusive participation in humanitarian response, throughout the program cycle.  To achieve this, it is of utmost importance to address the differentiated needs and vulnerabilities faced by women and girls in emergencies and protect them from human rights' violations, while implementing the necessary measures to ensure their social, political and economic empowerment. 
These are core priority areas of the European Union endorsed in the policy framework "Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment: Transforming the Lives of Girls and Women through EU External Relations 2016-2020", the "EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy (2015-2019)" and EU's policy document "Gender in Humanitarian Aid: Different Needs, Adapted Assistance", and they are in line with the common spirit of the international community, as it was reflected in Goal 5 of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and in the efforts to mainstream Gender through all 17 SDGs; women's empowerment constitutes an important cornerstone for the successful implementation of Agenda 2030.
The European Union fully supports the promotion of the Agenda on Women, Peace and Security through the proper implementation of UNSCR 1325 and its subsequent Resolutions by all UN MS, and has welcomed the Resolution 2242 and the renewed focus it brings on security and humanitarian action, as a universal leading priority. All EU's humanitarian assistance action and crisis responses need to be gender-sensitive and address the differentiated backgrounds of varied needs and capacities that women, girls, boys and men face during crises. To ensure an effective implementation of its gender policy the EU has also introduced a Gender-Age Marker, which is mandatory for all its humanitarian aid programmes. The Gender-Age Marker is a valuable tool to assess to what extent each humanitarian action funded by the EU integrates gender and age. It enhances the mainstreaming of gender and prevention of gender-based violence, and also allows the EU to test and monitor accurately its own performance by tracking gender- and age-sensitive actions and financial allocations.
